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HARRISBURG: 

J.  M.  G.  LESGURE,  PRINTER  TO  THE  STATE. 


1845. 


COMMUNICATION. 


Executive  Chamber,  March  19,  1845. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 

of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen  : — I have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  each  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, a copy  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  revenue  commissioners,  who  closed  their 
session  on  the  eighteenth  instant. 

By  the  act  of  the  29th  April,  1844,  under  which  the  board  is  constituted,  their  report 
is  directed  to  be  made  to  the  Governor,  and  printed  in  conformity  with  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  to  create  permanently  the  office  of  state  printer.  But  as  this  report 
contains  suggestions  which  may  require  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Legislature,  I 
have  thought  proper  to  communicate  copies  of  it  without  delay.  The  great  importance 
of  the  subject,  the  intelligence  of  the  members  of  the  board,  the,  industry  and  perse- 
verance which  marked  their  deliberations,  and  the  comprehensive  and  able  character 
of  the  result  of  their  investigations,  commend  their  proceedings  to  your  prompt  and 
serious  consideration. 


FRS.  R.  SKUNK. 


REPORT. 


To  His  Excellency,  Francis  R.  Shunk, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania: 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  forty-fourth  section  of  the  act  of  Assembly 
passed  the  29th  day  of  April,  1844,  entitled  “An  Act  to  reduce  the  state  debt,  and  to 
incorporate  the  Pennsylvania  canal  and  railroad  company,”  the  board  of  revenue  com- 
missioners present  the  following  report : 

They  have  found  the  duty  imposed  upon  them  by  the  act  of  Assembly  under  which 
they  are  constituted,  one  of  no  ordinary  character.  In  all  their  deliberations  they  have 
met  with  embarrassments  of  the  most  serious  kind.  They  had  no  precedents  of  any 
similar  agency  to  afford  them  any  assistance  in  the  performance  of  their  arduous,  per- 
plexing, and  ungracious  task.  When  they  assembled  they  found  no  materials  pro- 
vided that  could  be  used  in  the  work,  except  sitnply  the  returns  of  the  county 
valuations  for  the  year  1845,  and  not  all  even  of  those.  They  had  nothing  with  which 
those  returns  could  be  compared,  except  the  very  imperfect  returns  of  former  years— 
and  such  a comparison  could  afford  but  little  satisfaction.  The  returns  of  the  present 
year  were,  in  most  cases,  exceedingly  indefinite  and  defective,  and  the  returns  of  former 
years  were  no  better.  As  might  be  expected,  from  the  action  of  many  minds  without 
union  and  consultation,  there  was  very  little  correspondence  in  the  mode  of  making  np 
the  returns.  Many  counties  made  a return  merely  of  the  value  of  real  property  in  the 
aggregate,  and  of  the  personal  property  in  the  aggregate,  enumerating  neither  townships 
nor  items.  By  this  mode  of  making  the  returns,  the  board  were  deprived  of  a very  im- 
portant means  of  testing  the  accuracy  and  fulness  of  the  valuation,  and  were  entirely 
unable,  to  arrive  at  an}^  proper  discrimination  of  the  various  objects  liable  to  different  de- 
grees of  taxation.  Watches  were  returned  sometimes  by  number,  without  distinction  of 
kinds,  sometimes  by  value  alone,  and  but  seldom  in  the  classes  provided  for  in  the  act 
of  Assembly.  Watches,  carriages,  and  jnoney  at  interest,  were  united  in  one  item. 
Horses  and  cattle  were  valued  with  the  land.  Occupations  and  salaries  were  returned 
in  mass,  without  distinguishing  between  those  over  and  those  under  two  hundred  dollars. 
Furniture  was  sometimes  valued  with  salaries  and  carriages,  though  each  was  subject 
to  ditferent  rates  of  taxation.  Stocks  in  foreign  corporations  were  mostly  blended  with 
those  of  state  corporations,  so  that  the  board  could  make  no  discrimination,  though  the 
former  only  are  subject  to  taxation  in  the  ordinary  way. 

When  we  resorted  to  returns  of  former  years,  in  the  Auditor  General’s  office,  to  aid 
us  in  the  difficulties,  we  found  them  equally  defective.  The  present  State  Treasurer 
had  observed  these  defects  in  the  returns  before  the  meeting  of  the  board,  and  had 
issued  instructions,  by  means  of  which  new  returns  were  received  before  and  after  the 
meeting  of  the  board,  which,  in  some  measure,  supplied  these  defects,  as  to  some 
counties ; leaving  the  board,  however,  as  much  in  the  dark  as  ever,  as  to  many  coun- 
ties, and  on  some  parts  of  the  county  valuations.  It  may  be  remarked,  to  show  the 
importance  of  specific  returns,  that  in  some  instances,  the  board  were  enabled  by  this 
means  to  discover  and  correct  important  errors ; in  one  case  having  detected  an  error  in 
the  return  of  valuation  of  a single  township  of  some  $70,000. 

To  obviate  the  difficulties  which  presented  themselves,  the  board  immediately  pre- 
pared interrogatories  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  from  the  several  counties. 
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that  might  furnish  some  means  of  comparison,  to  test  the  actmracy  and  fairness  of  the 
returns  submitted  to  them.  These  interrogatories  were  sent  to  individuals  in  all  the 
counties  in  the  state.  In  addition  to  this,  the  board  resorted  to  the  testimony  of  such 
persons,  residents  of  the  several  counties,  as  they  found  temporarily  at  the  seat  of 
government.  In  this  way  the  board  succeeded  in  obtaining  testimony  from  nearly  all 
the  counties.  By  an  express  provision  in  the  act  of  Assembly,  the  board,  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duty,  were  confined  exclusively  to  the  evidence  which  they  might 
receive  from  the  citizens,  officers  and  records  of  the  respective  counties.  However 
important  might  be  tlie  facts  in  tire  knowledge  of  other  persons,  they  could  not  be  used 
by  the  board.  The  board  do  not  complain  of  this  as  an  improper  provision,  but  men- 
tion it,  as,  under  the  circumstances,  in  some  measure  increasing  their  difficulties. 
jMany  of  the  counties  were  so  distant,  and  the  means  of  communication  so  tardy,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  receive  any  testimony  from  them  within  any  reasonable  time. 
Though  there  was  no  legal  limitation  of  the  time  of  session  of  the  board,  yet  the  Legis- 
lature seem  to  have  indicated,  by  the  act  of  Assembly,  tlieir  opinion  that  the  whole 
labors  of  the  board  miglit  properly  be  brought  to  a termination  within  the  space  of 
thirty  days;  and  the  board  tliought  they  saw  other  circumstances,  quite  as  cogent, 
whicli  seemed  to  demand  a speedy  decision;  they  allude  especially  to  the  fact,  that  the 
time  had  already  arrived  when  the  warrants  to  collect  the  taxes  are  usually  issued,  and 
the  action  of  the  commissioners  and  collectors  in  all  the  counties  were  necessarily  sus- 
pended awaiting  the  final  action  of  the  board. 

Under  the  force  of  these  considerations,  the  board,  after  two  weeks  diligently  spent 
by  them  in  receiving  testimony  orally,  and  in  writing,  and  in  examining  the  various 
returns  which  they  could  obtain,  commenced  the  work  of  adjusting  and  equalizing  the 
valuations  of  the  several  counties,  and  herewith  present  a tabular  statement  exhibiting 
the  result  of  their  labors.  The  board  did  not.  however,  suspend  their  examination  of 
witnesses,  but  continued  the  same,  as  they  had  opportunity  during  their  whole  session; 
continuing,  also,  to  receive  dei)Ositions  from  the  difl’erent  counties,  in  answer  to  the 
interrogatories  issued  by  them,  and  suspending  the  decision  on  the  several  counties, 
until  sufficient  evidence  was  obtained,  or  a decision  could  no  longer  be  suspended. 

Another  mode  adopted  by  the  board  to  obtain  a test,  by  which  to  judge  of  the  accu- 
racy of  the  valuations,  was  by  sending  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  different  counties, 
a requisition  to  furnish  the  board  with  lists  of  sheriff’s  and  orphans’  court  sales,  and 
partition  appraisements  of  lands  in  the  respective  counties  during  the  last  five  years, 
together  with  the  present  assessed  valuation  of  the  same  lands.  In  pursuance  of  this 
requisition,  lists  were  received  from  some  of  the  counties,  and  were  discovered  by  the 
board  to  furnish  evidence  of  a very  important  character,  but  it  was  found  impossible  to 
procure  such  lists  from  more  than  a small  number  of  counties  in  the  short  time  which 
the  board  felt  themselves  permitted  to  devote  to  the  consideration  of  their  work.  A 
table  herewith  presented,  exhibiting  a parallel  between  the  assessed  valuation,  and  the 
price  paid  for  lands  at  such  sales,  and  the  appraisements  in  partition,  compared  with 
the  assessed  valuation  of  lands,  will  show  at  once  the  importance  of  this  kind  of  evidence. 
In  many  cases  of  sheriff’s  sales,  the  assessed  valuation  is  very  largely  above  the  price 
paid;  a matter  easily  accounted  for  by  those  acquainted  with  the  frequent  sacrifices, 
and  low  prices  at  sheriff’s  sales,  from  suspicion  of  defective  title,  and  from  sales  being 
often  made  at  nominal  prices  for  special  purposes,  and  from  other  causes.  In  the 
orphans’  court  sales  and  appraisements  in  partition,  the  board  think  they  have  discov- 
ered a surer  and  very  important  test.  Even  in  these  it  will  be  observed  by  the  tables, 
that  there  are  instances  of  assessed  valuations  greatly  beyond  the  price  paid  ; some  of 
these  may  have  been  occasioned  by  valuable  improvements  having  been  made  since  the 
purchase.  If  time  were  allowed  to  the  commissioners  of  the  counties  in  procuring 
these  returns,  they  might  be  able  to  obtain  and  set  out  such  information,  as  would 
account  for  these  differences.  The  lists  accompanying  this  report,  are  selected  from 
such  returns,  as  the  board  were  enabled  to  procure  in  answer  to  their  requisitions. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  importance  of  the  evidence  furnished  by  those  lists,  the 
board  felt  precluded  from  making  use  of  them  in  equalizing  the  valuation  of  the  differ- 
ent counties ; because,  there  were  only  a few  of  the  eastern  counties  from  which  they 
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could  be  procured  in  any  reasonable  time;  and  it  seemed  to  the  board  to  be  improper 
to  apply  such  a test,  (li  severe  one  in  some  instances,)  to  the  eastern  counties,  wliere  a 
similar  test  could  not  be  obtained  and  applied  to  the  more  distant  counties  of  the  north 
and  west.  Thus  entirely  shut  out  from  the  most  important  evidence,  which  might  be 
obtained  with  the  utmost  facility  for  any  subsequent  board,  the  board  were  thrown  back 
upon  the  testimony  of -witnesses  examined  at  their  bar,  and  upon  the  depositions  sent 
to  the  board  answering  their  interrogatories,  and  upon  the  returns.  The  testimony 
thus  obtained  seemed  to  the  board  very  unsatisfactory  in  its  nature,  and  very  danger- 
ous to  be  followed  in  decreeing  an  addition  to  the  taxes  of  any  portion  of  our  fellow- 
citizens. 

When  the  board  commenced  their  business  they  were  entirely  without  experience 
as  to  the  peculiar  duties  assigned  to  them,  and  they  knew  of  no  similar  proceeding 
elsewhere,  whose  history  could  furnisli  them  any  instruction.  It  was  therefore  with 
the  utmost  hesitation  that  they  proceeded  in  every  step  of  their  way.  They  have 
themselves  discovered  errors  in  their  course,  and  they  have  no  doubt,  that  still  other 
errors  may  be  observed  by  those  who  shall  hereafter  read  the  journal  of  the  board. 
The  errors,  however,  in  the  form  of  their  proceedings,  and  in  their  modes  of  arriving 
at  facts,  can  afford  but  little  matter  of  regret,  if  the  main  part  of  their  duty  has  been 
performed  in  such  a way  as  to  do  injury  to  none. 

When  the  board  came  to  consider  the  testimony,  on  which  alone  they  could  with 
justice  act,  because  it  alone  could  be  applied  to  the  different  counties  with  any  kind  of 
equality,  they  were  compelled  practically  to  adopt  the  rule  that  they  would  add  to  the 
valuation  of  no  county,  except  where  the  justice  and  duty  of  so  doing  were  perfectly 
clear.  Thus,  in  relation  to  some  counties  it  seemed  to  the  board  clearly  proved  by  the 
testimony  of  their  own  citizens,  that  the  lands  in  those  counties  were  very  con- 
siderably under-valued.  Yet,  even  in  such  cases,  the  board  felt  themselves  constrained 
for  the  present  valuation,  to  stop  considerably  short  of  the  addition  whicli  seemed  justi- 
fied by  the  evidence.  There  were  several  other  instances  wherein  it  was  clearly 
proved  to  the  board,  by  the  returns  of  the  county  commissioners,  and  by  the  testimony 
of  witnesses,  that  the  whole  valuations  of  the  counties,  as  made  by  the  assessors  and 
assistant  assessors  of  the  several  townships,  had  been  reduced  by  order  of  the  county 
commissioners,  by  striking  off  at  once,  one-third  of  the  assessors’  valuation  ; and  in 
some  cases  it  was  proved  that  the  avowed  motive  of  this  proceeding  was  to  avoid  the  pay- 
ment of  what,  in  the  opinion  of  the  county  commissioners,  would  be  an  unequal  pro- 
portion of  the  public  debt.  In  this  way  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  wholesome  provi- 
sions of  the  acts  of  1841  and  1842  were  most  effectually  evaded. 

The  several  assessors  and  assistant  assessors,  took  a solemn  oath,  that  they  would 
“justly  and  honestly  assess  and  value  all  real  estate,  &c,  within  their  township,  ward 
or  district,  according  to  the  actual  value  thereof,  and  at  the  price  for  which  they  should 
believe  the  same  would  bona  fide  sell the  said  sale  being  further  defined  to  mean, 
for  cash  and  separately  made,  and  it  is  but  fair  to  presume,  that  the  valuations  so  made, 
were  correct,  until  something  to  the  contrary  appears.  The  county  commissioners  have 
no  such  solemn  obligation  imposed  upon  them.  Where  the  county  commissioners  un- 
dertake to  order  the  whole  valuation  of  a county  to  be  reduced  in  such  a manner,  they 
assume  a control  not  granted  to  them ; even  as  members  of  the  board  of  revision,  to 
“revise,  correct  and  equalize  the  valuation,”  such  a proceeding  cannot  be  justified  by 
their  office.  It  is  a plain  assumption  of  the  duties  committed  to  other  functionaries ; 
and  if  permitted  to  pass,  amounts  to  a complete  evasion  of  the  law.  The  board  have 
no  doubt  that,  in  every  instance  of  this  sort,  the  act  was  done  under  an  honest  convic- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  county  commissioners,  that  it  was  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent 
great  injustice  to  their  county.  But  the  proceeding  was  in  direct  hostility  to  the  mode 
of  equalization  provided  in  the  law  ; it  was  setting  an  example  that  would  necessarily 
produce  the  very  inequality  complained  of.  It  seems  like  an  unfair  assumption  on 
their  part,  that  all  the  rest  of  the  state  is  dishonestly  valued,  and  it  is  undertaking,  in  a 
matter  where  self-interest  may  be  the  principal  prompter  of  their  judgment,  to  perform 
the  very  difficult  task  of  equalizing  the  valuation  of  the  whole  state. 
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Besides  the  evidence  t'urnished  by  the  returns  in  such  cases,  the  board  had  also  abiin-  I 
dant  evidence  that  there  liad  been  no  such  depreciation  of  property  in  those  counties  as  ] 
would  justify  the  large  deduction  which  was  thus  made,  and  they  felt  no  dilFiculty  in  i 
deciding  that  it  was  their  duty  to  restore  at  least  some  part  of  the  valuation  thus  de- 
ducted. To  restore  those  counties  to  what  seemed  the  most  proper  valuation,  the  board 
would  perhaps  have  been  justitied  in  adding  in  several  cases,  a larger  sum  than  they 
have  to  the  returned  valuations.  It  is  hoped  that  a justification  of  this  moderation  will 
be  found,  in  favor  ol  the  course  pursued  by  the  board,  when  it  is  considered  how  difh-  ' 
cult  it  has  been  to  obtain  such  clear  evidence,  as  would  make  plain  our  path  before  us. 
The  board  could  plainly  see  the  duty  of  going  thus  far,  further  they  could  notj  they 
have  studied  moderation  in  all  their  proceedings.  In  many  cases,  the  valuations  of  the 
present  year  are  a small  amount  below  the  valuations  of  preceding  years,  for  which  the 
board  could  see  no  sufheient  reason  5 yet  on  the  other  hand,  they  had  no  sufficient 
proof  that  such  valuations  were  wrong,  and  they  were  compelled  to  let  them  stand  as 
they  were  found  : the  evidence  of  the  depreciation  of  property  in  many  places,  furnish- 
ing some  evidence  that  the  reduced  valuation  might  possibly  be  right. 

In  their  attempts  to  procure  testimony  on  which  they  could  confidently  rely,  the 
board  have  been  seriously  embarrassed  by  the  unwillingness  of  witnesses  to  attend 
when  they  have  been  summoned  ; and  it  did  not  seem  clear  that  the  board  had  authority 
to  compel  them.  Besides  this,  comparatively  few  of  those  to  whom  interrogatories 
were  sent  by  the  board,  have  been  willing  to  answer  them.  If  provision  could  be 
made  by  which  this  difficulty  could  be  obviated,  it  would,  no  doubt,  greatly  facilitate 
the  proceedings  of  subsequent  boards. 

The  board  might  perhaps  be  permitted  here  to  su<rgest,  that  if  proper  authority 
were  given  to  the  Auditor  General  or  State  Treasurer,  nearly  all  the  foregoing  difficul- 
ties might  be  overcome.  It  seems  to  the  board  that  the  commissioners  of  every  county 
ought  to  be  required  to  adopt  the  same  form  in  the  returns  made  by  them.  Authorita- 
tive instructions  should  be  issued  by  the  Auditor  General,  requiring  very  specific 
returns  from  the  commissioners  of  the  whole  amount  of  each  object  of  taxation,  in  each 
township  in  their  respective  counties  ; or  at  least  the  classifications  of  objects  should 
be  as  numerous  as  is  at  all  consistent  with  accuracy  and  convenience.  This  would  be 
of  great  use  to  the  Auditor  General,  and  any  subsequent  board  of  revenue  commis- 
sioners, in  testing  the  accuracy  of  the  returns.  But  nothing  of  this  kind  can  be  of  any 
use  unless  proper  forms  are  prepared  at  Harrisburg,  and  sent  to  all  the  county  commis- 
sioners. 

In  the  course  of  their  investigations,  the  board  discovered  very  great  discrepancies  in 
the  returns  of  the  amounts  of  trades  and  occupations  over  two  hundred  dollars.  In 
some  counties  these  seem  to  have  been  assessed  with  great  fairness  and  care,  while 
the  board  thought  they  discovered,  in  other  counties,  a manifest  and  most  censurable 
negligence.  Tire  same  observation  may  be  made  in  relation  to  salaries  and  emoluments 
of  office  over  two  hundred  dollars.  It  seems  to  the  board  that,  in  many  counties,  the 
assessors  have  assumed  a very  low  standard  of  income  as  a general  measure  for  all 
offices  and  occupations  of  a similar  character,  having  very  little  or  no  reference  to  the 
real  amount  of  income,  the  only  standard  allowed  by  the  act  of  Assembly.  In  this  way 
the  income  of  individuals,  than  which  there  is  no  more  legitimate  object  of  taxation, 
is  almost  entirely  exempt,  and  the  burden  of  supporting  the  government  is  still  almost 
exclusively  thrown  upon  the  land,  which  the  Legislature  have,  of  late  years,  anxiously 
endeavored  to  relieve.  Tire  board  have  thought  that  if  special  and  minute  instructions 
were  issued  from  the  Auditor  General,  to  be  given  to  each  assessor,  directing  him  in 
the  performance  of  his  duty,  this  evil  might,  in  some  measure,  be  overcome.  As  things 
now  are,  it  is  apparent  that,  in  relation  to  these  matters,  the  different  counties  are  very 
differently  taxed.  In  some  counties  the  assessors  and  commissioners  appear  to  have 
acted  under  the  impression  that  prothonotaries,  registers  and  recorders,  are  not  to  be 
taxed  for  the  emoluments  of  their  office,  because  they  are  required  by  law  to  pay  into 
the  treasury  one-half  of  their  receipts  over  a certain  sum ; a view  which  seems  to  the 
board  altogether  erroneous.  In  some  counties,  too,  it  seems  that  the  commissioners 
are  still  taxing  farmers  for  their  occupations  for  state,  as  well  as  for  county  purposes. 
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If  this  is  true  as  to  the  former,  it  is  certainly  in  opposition  to  the  act  of  Assembly  of 
1844,  and  could  have  arisen  only  from  want  of  observation  of  the  words  of  the  act. 
Judging  from  the  words  of  the  act,  in  connection  with  former  acts,  it  does  not  seem 
clear  that  the  Legislature  intended  to  exempt  the  occupation  of  farmers  from  taxation 
for  county  purposes,  though  that  would  seem  a reasonable  intention,  as  it  would 
scarcely  be  proper  to  tax  the  farmer  for  his  land,  and  besides  to  tax  him  for  his 
profits  wholly  made  by  the  working  of  his  land. 

There  are  some  occupations,  such  as  those  of  tanners,  and  many  other  manufac- 
turers, as  to  which  it  seems  difficult  to  ascertain  what  part  bf  the  person’s  income  is 
properly  taxable  as  such  ; because  a great  part  of  it  is  clearly  a profit  on  his  real  estate, 
which  is  separately  taxed.  But  in  relation  to  lawyers,  physicians,  officers,  carpenters, 
house-builders,  <kc.,  there  is  no  such  difficulty.  These  should  all  be  taxed  on  the  full 
amount  of  their  income.  Perhaps  the  occupation  of  tanners,  and  others  similarly 
situated,  should  also  be  similarly  taxed  on  their  whole  income,  deducting  the  interest 
on  the  assessed  value  of  the  land  necessarily  used  by  them  as  an  instrument  in  their 
trade. 

However  this  may  be,  it  is  very  apparent  to  the  board  that  additional  provisions 
are  required,  in  order  to  reach,  to  any  proper  extent,  these  objects  of  taxation.  As  it 
now  is,  it  is  believed  by  the  board  that  the  tax  on  incomes  is  much  more  than  half 
evaded,  though  it  is  very  low,  compared  with  the  tax  on  land  5 the  latter  being  often 
taxed  to  over  one-fourth  of  its  income,  while  occupations  over  two  hundred  dollars  are 
seldom  taxed  to  one-fiftieth  part  of  their  amount,  and  those  under  two  hundred  dollars 
are  not  taxed  at  all.  As  to  occupations  producing  an  income  under  two  hundred 
dollars,  it  did  not  seem  clear  to  the  board  that  they  were  exempt  from  taxation,  at  the 
rate  of  three  mills  on  the  dollar,  for  state  purposes.  There  is  some  indistinctness  in 
the  words  of  the  act,  and  the  board  thought  it  possible  that  the  Legislature  intended 
that  every  individual  should  contribute  the  small  proportion  of  three  mills  in  the  dollar 
of  his  income,  to  the  support  of  the  burdens  of  the  state.  This  was  one  of  the  first 
questions  which  presented  itself  to  the  board,  when  it  entered  upon  the  work  of  ad- 
justing the  valuation  of  the  counties. 

The  question  was  very  carefully  considered,  and  the  board  came  to  the  conclusion, 
that  as  the  law  now  stands,  trades  and  occupations  producing  an  annual  income  under 
two  hundred  dollars  are  not  subject  to  a state  tax.  A majority  of  the  counties  had 
made  no  return  of  such  occupations,  showing  clearly  that  such  was  their  construction 
of  the  act ; and  the  power  of  the  board  to  include  them  as  subject  to  taxation,  seemed 
too  doubtful  under  the  law,  for  them  to  venture  on  such  a course,  which  might  be  an 
assumption  of  power  not  delegated  to  them.  By  the  act  of  11th  June,  1840,  these 
were  made  taxable  for  state  purposes  at  the  rate  of  one  mill  in  the  dollar.  By  the  act 
of  May,  1841,  it  was  enacted  that  in  lien  of  the  taxes  imposed  by  the  act  of  1 1th  June, 
1840,  on  persons,  trades,  occupations  and  professions,  there  shall  be  annually  assessed 
a tax  of  one  per  cent,  on  every  dollar  of  the  value  thereof  above  two  hundred  dollars. 
The  act  of  1844  did  not  seem  sufficiently  strong  to  over-rule  this  previously  expressed 
legislative  intent.  This  matter  is  especially  presented  to  the  view  of  the  Legislature, 
in  order  that,  if  there  has  been  any  misapprehension  of  the  intention  of  the  last  Legisla- 
ture by  this  board  or  by  a large  majority  of  the  counties  of  the  state,  the  subject  may 
claim  prompt  attention;  and  as  the  trades  and  occupations  under  two  hundred  dollars 
have  been  returned  for  county  taxation,  it  will  be  easy  to  collect  a state  tax  thereon  by 
any  legislation  requiring  it  to  be  done. 

Many  of  the  counties  included  in  their  returns,  stocks  of  state,  as  well  as  foreign, 
corporations,  as  subject  to  taxation  for  both  state  and  county  purposes.  The  stocks  of 
state  corporations  could  not  be  included  in  the  valuation  made  by  the  board,  because 
provision  is  made  in  the  law  for  another  mode  of  collecting  these  taxes.  But  the  board 
sometimes  found  great  difficulty  in  separating  the  home  from  the  foreign  stocks,  and  in 
some  cases  were  compelled  to  do  it  by  estimate,  with  but  very  little  light  to  guide 
them. 

The  taxation  of  stock  is  another  means  adopted  by  the  Legislature  to  relieve  the 
land  from  the  burdens  imposed  upon  it,  and  the  late  law  making  them  a subject  of 
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taxation  for  local  purposes,  is  manifestly  intended  still  more  to  lighten  those  burdens. 
But  it  is  apparent  to  the  board,  from  the  returns  made  to  them,  that  but  a small  portion, 
comparatively,  of  stocks,  foreign  or  domestic,  are  found  out  by  the  assessors.  This 
ditficully  might  be  partially  overcome  as  to  domestic  stocks,  by  allowing  the  local 
authorities  to  tax  the  corporations  directly,  and  not  the  stockholders.  The  importance 
of  enabling  the  local  authorities  to  reach  all  these  objects  in  the  most  certain  way, 
is  apparent,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  real  burdens  of  the  people  consist  of  local 
taxes;  the  state  tax  being  but  a trifle  compared  with  these  : and  that  one  grand  object 
should  be  to  decrease,  as  much  as  possible,  the  local  taxes,  or  to  throw  them  upon 
other  objects  of  taxation  besides  the  land. 

The  board  have  thought  that  it  might  be  of  material  importance  to  the  next  board  of 
revenue  commissioners,  if  the  commissioners  of  each  county  were  required  to  send  to 
the  Atiditor  General  for  their  use,  copies  of  all  the  assessment  books  of  the  year,  or  the 
originals.  The  board  would  thus  have  the  means  of  searching  very  thoroughly  into 
the  several  valuations.  They  would  have  all  the  items  before  them.  They  could  dis- 
cover what  system  was  adopted.  They  could  determine  with  certainty  whether  the 
valuation  of  lands  and  occupations,  &c.,  was  nominal  or  according  to  the  real  value. 

Another  deficiency  which  was  apparent  to  the  board,  was  the  very  great  discrepancy 
in  the  returns  of  household  furniture.  The  difference  in  different  counties  was  in 
many  cases  utterly  unaccountable,  unless  on  the  supposition  of  gross  negligence  in  some 
of  the  assessors.  Autliorized  instructions  from  the  Auditor  General  might  greatly  tend 
to  cure  this  source  of  inequality  of  taxation.  It  is  known  to  the  board,  that  in  some 
counties  the  furniture  of  hotel  keepers  is  taxed,  whilst  in  others  it  is  not,  on  the  ground 
that  innkeepers  pay  a tax  in  obtaining  a license,  and  they  should  not  afterwards  be 
taxed  for  their  hotel  furniture,  the  tools  of  their  occupation  besides.  It  is  of  much  im- 
portance that  the  rule  on  this  subject  should  be  uniform.  A similar  remark  may  be 
made  as  to  merchants  and  retailers.  In  some  places  they  are  taxed  for  their  occupa- 
tion, w'hilst  in  others  they  are  not,  because  they  pay  for  tiieir  occupation  in  paying  for 
their  license.  AVhich  practice  is  correct  should  be  settled  by  authoritative  rule.  It 
seems  to  the  board,  that  there  has  been  great  neglect  in  many  counties  in  the  returns  of 
carriages  made  taxable  for  state  purposes,  or  that  the  great  discrepancies  in  the  returns 
can  be  accounted  for  otherwise,  only  on  the  supposition  that  in  some  counties  a pecu- 
liar meaning  has  been  attached  to  the  descriptive  word  pleasure,  used  in  the  law. 

Whether  the  horses  and  carriages  kept  for  hire,  and  stage  horses  and  stage  coaches, 
are  included  in  the  returns.’ does  not  appear  to  the  board.  Perhaps  the  suggestion 
might  be  permitted,  that  if  the  Auditor  General  had  some  power  of  issuing  instructions, 
which  would  amount  to  a binding  interpretation  of  the  tax  laws  in  certain  cases,  many 
of  the  difficulties  and  discrepancies  which  have  been  discovered  by  the  board,  might  be 
entirely  obviated. 

It  has  been  abundantly  proved  to  the  board  that  there  is  a great  deficiency  in  the  re- 
turns of  money  at  interest,  due  to  individuals.  As  to  money  due  to  non-residents  in 
ordinary  cases,  it  is  not  presumed  that  this  was  intended  to  be  taxed  ; but  where  it  is 
secured  bv  a lien  upon  lands  in  our  own  state,  whether  on  articles  of  agreement  for  the 
sale  of  land,  or  on  mortgage  on  land,  it  is  not  so  clear  that  it  is  not  a legitimate  object 
of  taxation.  But  in  no  case  does  there  seem  to  be  any  adequate  power  committed  to 
the  assessors  to  find  out  even  those  moneys  at  interest,  that  are  certainly  subject  to 
taxation.  It  has  been  suggested  that  they  might  be  reached  with  more  certainty  by 
empowering  and  requiring  the  assessors  to  demand  from  each  individual  a statement 
or  answers  in  writing,  or  even  on  oath,  as  to  the  amount  of  money  on  interest,  due  to 
him.  The  same  suggestion  has  been  made  also  as  to  the  mode  of  obtaining  an  account 
of  other  taxable  personal  property.  It  is  very  apparent  that  if  such  a mode  should  be 
adopted,  full  power  should  be  given  to  the  Auditor  General  to  issue  the  necessary  in- 
structions to  the  several  assessors. 

It  will,  no  doubt,  appear  to  many  that  such  modes  of  scrutiny  must  necessarily 
become  odious  to  large  numbers  of  our  fellow  citizens,  as  tending  too  much  to  expose 
the  private  affairs  of  individuals  to  the  world.  But  it  seems  to  the  board  that  this  is 
an  objection,  rather  to  the  fact  of  taxing,  itself,  than  to  the  mode  of  carrying  the  tax 


REVENUE  COMMISSIONERS’  REPORT. 


11 


into  effect.  It  is  certainly  natural  for  those  who  are  desirous  to  avoid  their  own  share 
of  the  public  burdens,  to  make  loud  complaints  against  the  means  adopted  to  compel 
them  to  their  duty.  But  a tax  that  cannot  be  equally  enforced  upon  all,  should  not 
exist.  However  pleasing  it  may  be  to  suppose  that  our  patriotism  will  prompt  us  all  to 
do  our  full  duty  to  our  country  in  this  respect,  experience  will  not  allow  us  to  indulge 
the  fond  illusion.  As  the  assessments  are  now  laid,  it  is  plain  to  every  man  that,  in 
relation  to  many  objects  of  taxation,  the  honest  and  patriotic  chiefly  are  affected,  while 
the  dishonest  and  selfish  almost  escape  the  payment  of  their  proportion  of  the  public 
dues . A scrutiny  into  private  affairs  is  certainly  odious,  and  public  taxes  are  odious  : 
but  they  are  most  odious  to  the  selfish  and  dishonest,  and  all  taxes  must  necessarily 
become  so,  even  to  the  honest  lovers  of  their  country,  if  they  discover  that  the  mode 
of  taxation  is  such  that  honest  men  alone  are  compelled  to  bear  them.  If  anything  is 
properly  an  object  of  taxation  it  must  be  found  out,  however  attempted  to  be  secreted. 
Whatever  means  may  be  adopted  to  effect  this  purpose,  rogues  will  attempt  to  cry  them 
down — honest  men  must  support  them — the  owner  of  the  soil  must  support  them,  or 
bear  all  the  burdens  of  taxation  himself. 

The  board  have  discovered  that  in  many  counties  there  has  heretofore  existed,  a 
mode  of  valuation  of  lands  by  some  nominal  standard,  which  falls  far  short  of  the  real 
value,  and  they  have  strong  reasons  for  believing  that  this  mode  of  valuation  is  not  yet 
entirely  broken  up,  notwithstanding  the  careful  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Assembly  of 
1841  and  1842,  on  this  subject.  It  is  certainly  most  apparent,  that  in  the  largest  num- 
ber of  counties  the  cash  selling  standard  contemplated  by  the  act  of  Assembly,  has  not 
yet  been  fairly  applied.  Judging  from  the  lists  of  sales  and  appraisements  herewith 
presented,  it  seems  almost  fair  to  infer  that  no  county  in  the  commonwealth  has  been 
valued  up  to  this  standard.  Evidence  has  been  very  abundantly  given,  that  the  coun- 
ties whose  lists  are  appended  were  valued  up  to  the  selling  standard,  while  the  lists  of 
actual  sales  clearly  prove  the  contrary.  The  board  might  have  had  much  more  evidence 
on  this  subject,  had  the  county  officers  attended  more  promptly  to  sending  up  the  lists 
of  sales  and  appraisements  required  of  them.  It  is  but  just  to  remark,  that  in  some  of 
the  most  distant  counties  this  duty  was  promptly  attended  to,  while  many  of  the  coun- 
ties in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  seat  of  government,  entirely  neglected  it.  It 
can  scarcely  be  considered  unfair  to  suppose  that  their  lists,  if  sent,  would  have  exhi- 
bited a disparity  similar  to  that  of  those  which  were  received.  It  will  be  perceived  by 
a tabular  statement  made  out  from  the  returns  of  the  county  commissioners,  and  herewith 
presented,  and  by  the  tabular  statement  of  the  valuations  of  the  board,  that  there  are 
great  comparative  inequalities  in  many  of  the  items  of  money  at  interest,  salaries,  occu- 
pations, carriages,  &c.,  returned  for  the  several  counties,  and  that  in  very  few  instances 
have  the  board  varied  from  these  returns,  however  unequal  they  manifestly  are.  In 
this  proceeding  the  board  have  been  guided  by  the  following  considerations.  In  the 
first  place,  they  would  have  been  compelled  in  making  any  increase,  to  guess  at  the 
proper  amount,  at  the  risk  of  doing  serious  injustice.  In  the  next  place,  they  could  not 
consistently  with  the  act  of  Assembly,  make  any  such  additions,  without  throwing  the 
burden  of  paying  them  principally  upon  the  land  already  onerously  taxed.  And  again, 
it  appeared  to  the  board  in  many  instances  extremely  uncertain  whether  some  of  these 
items  were  not  already  included  in  some  other  class.  The  board  can  see  no  mode  of 
remedying  this  evil  for  the  present  year,  unless  by  the  passage  of  a law  without  delay 
requiring  the  commissioners  of  every  county  to  go  over  the  assessment  books  of  the 
whole  county,  before  issuing  the  warrants  for  collection,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the 
assessors  in  such  cases  as  might  be  necessary,  to  add  to  the  several  valuations  of  sala- 
ries, offices,  professions  and  occupations,  such  an  amount  as  might  be  necessary  to 
bring  them  up  to  a rate,  in  each  instance,  equal  “ to  the  actual  yearly  income  arising 
therefrom.”  To  prevent  injustice  being  done  to  individuals  by  such  an  assessment,  an 
appeal  could  be  allowed  at  any  time  before  the  payment  of  the  tax.  To  insure  a faith- 
ful performance  of  the  duty,  the  commissioners  should  be  required  to  make  report  to 
the  Auditor  General  of  the  manner  in  which  they  have  performed  the  duty,  specifying 
the  amount  of  increase  made  by  them  in  each  township  and  ward. 
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In  reference  to  the  action  of  any  future  board,  some  legislation  is  necessary  to  avoid 
the  difhculty  that  weighed  upon  the  present  board,  in  any  attempt  to  add  to  the  valu- 
ation of  the  dilfereiit  counties  for  deticiencies  in  returns  of  moneys  at  interest,  foreign 
stocks,  furniture,  carriages,  &c.  Ily  the  thirty-ninili  section  of  the  act  creating  the  board, 
any  addition  for  these  deticiencies  would  be  spread  over  all  the  taxable  property  of  the 
county,  and  produce  tlie  injustice  of  further  i)urdening  tlie  real  estate  and  other  property 
actually'  returned,  to  make  up  for  the  defaults  of  those  who  had  not  been  reached  by 
the  assessor.  It  was  also  further  considered,  that  the  valuations  o-f  this  board  were  to 
remain  jiermanently  fixed  for  three  ymars,  while  personal  property  and  investments  are 
undergoing  daily'  changes,  and  these  taxable  articles,  present  at  one  year’s  assessment, 
might  not  be  in  the  same  county  on  the  next.  These  considerations  led  the  board  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  only  practicable  subject  of  permanent  equalization  is  real  estate, 
while  other  ohjetrts  must  be  considered  as  variable,  and  the  counties  entitled  to  deduc- 
tions in  intermediate  years  on  account  of  them,  on  proper  cause  shown  to  the  Auditor 
General.  There  may  also  be  an  increase  of  such  objects  in  intermediate  years,  which 
by  being  annually  returned,  would  swell  the  amount  of  valuation  for  the  county'. 

The  board  have  discovered  that  a disagreement  is  growing  up  among  the  counties  as 
to  which  is  properly  the  triennial  y'ear.  Some  counties  have  returned  this  year  an 
entirely  new  assessment,  while  most  of  the  counties  have  returned,  with  but  little  vari- 
ation, the  assessment  made  in  the  fall  of  1813.  This  confusion  will  certainly  soon 
require  legislation,  and  it  is  worthy'  of  reflection,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to 
adopt  the  view  of  most  of  the  counties,  that  the  next  triennial  assessment  should  be  in 
the  fall  of  1816.  It  will  appear  at  once  that  this  is  a question  of  some  importance,  if 
it  were  founded  only'  on  the  reason  of  uniformity  | but  it  is  further  important  as  con- 
nected with  equalization.  It  is  presumed  by  the  board,  that  the  Legislature  intended 
that  the  triennial  sessions  of  the  board  should  take  place  immediately'  after  the  triennial 
assessments  are  completed,  for  the  revision  and  correction  of  these  assessments.  If 
ih  is  is  the  intention  of  the  law,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  assessors  should 
be  required  to  make  their  valuations  imich  earlier  than  they  now  do,  and  to  have  them 
entirely  completed  by'  the  first  of  December,  or  earlier,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting 
their  whole  compensation,  in  order  that  the  appeals  can  all  be  disposed  of  by  the  first 
of  .January',  preparatory  to  making  out  the  necessary  returns  for  the  meeting  of  the 
boartl  of  revenue  commissioners  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  and  thus  avoid  one  of  the 
difUculties  this  board  had  to  encounter. 

If  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  fix  upon  the  fall  of  1846,  for  the  next  triennial 
assessment,  and  if  it  is  intended  that  the  board  of  revenue  commissioners  shall  review 
the  valuation  bef>re  any  tax  shall  be  collected  on  it,  it  will  at  once  be  seen  that  the 
next  board  must  meet  in  1847,  and  triennially  thereafter,  and  when  the  necessarily 
great  imperfections  of  the  present  valuations  of  the  board  are  considered,  it  is  probably 
desirable  that  such  should  he  the  case. 

'J’he  board  notice  that  there  appears  to  be  considerable  complaints  in  some  parts  of 
the  state,  that  the  indirect  taxes  provided  for  in  the  laws,  are  very  defectively  assessed. 
This  remark  is  intended  to  apply  especially  to  tavern,  merchant,  and  brokers’  licenses, 
and  other  similar  cases.  It  is  complained  that,  while  taxes  have  been  increasing  on 
every  other  species  of  property'  and  occupation  throughout  the  state,  the  license  or  tax 
on  these  has  remained  stationary.  The  board  are  not  informed  as  to  the  foundation 
for  these  complaints,  but  certainly,  all  persons  would  be  more  willing  to  pay  the  taxes 
imposed  upon  them,  if  they  felt  convinced  that  there  was  a fair  attempt  made  to  com- 
pel others  to  pay  their  full  proportion  according  to  their  means. 

'J’his  board  have  not  considered  it  within  their  province  to  enter  into  a general 
enumeration  of  objects  of  taxation  that  might  be  resorted  to  in  relief  of  real  estate, 
already  burdened  as  much  as  it  should  proportionally  bear.  It  is  proper,  however,  to 
state  that  it  has  been  testified  before  them  in  a manner  to  indicate  that  a tax  on  the  loans 
of  the  state  would  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  holders  thereof,  by  way  of  a deduction 
from  the  interest,  when  accompanied  with  the  assurance  that  there  will  be  no  future 
failure  in  the  payment  thereof  with  punctuality,  and  that  the  assessment  will  be  main- 
tained at  the  same  rate  of  taxation  as  other  similar  investments.  The  board  also  invite 
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flie  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  whether  all  inheri- 
tances might  not  be  made  the  objects  of  taxation.  Many  have  also  suggested  that  it 
would  greatly  increase  the  income  of  the  state,  or  greatly  decrease  the  labors  and  ex- 
penses of  legislation,  if  a fee  bill  were  adopted  to  impose  a tax  upon  all  private  acts  of 
Assembly. 

Difficulties  in  the  collection  of  taxes  appear  to  have  arisen  from  that  provision  in  the 
law,  which  makes  the  collector’s  warrant  good  for  three  years.  Negligent  collectors 
frequently  put  off  the  collection  of  the  taxes  of  one  year,  or  at  least  a great  part  of 
them,  until  the  next  year;  and  thus  a great  part  of  the  taxes  of  two  years  are  collected 
in  one,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  people.  It  may  well  be  questioned  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  make  the  warrant  void  in  the  collector’s  hands,  unless  executed 
\vithin  the  year.  This  might  secure  the  necessary  promptness. 

It  is  matter  of  regret  to  the  board  that  the  complaint  is  almost  universally  founded, 
that  there  is  great  inequality  and  injustice  in  the  valuation  of  unseated  lands.  In  cer- 
tain districts  where  large  tracts  are  held  by  non-residents,  the  unseated  lands  are 
assessed  far  beyond  their  actual  value.  The  principal  benefit  of  this  unjust  proceeding, 
is  realized  by  the  township  officers.  A large  road  tax  is  raised,  which  goes  into  the 
hands  of  supervisors,  whose  accounts  are  rarely  subjected  to  rigorous  supervision. 
The  money  in  some  manner  disappeare  without  the  public  being  sensibly  benefitted, 
the  object  of  law  being  mainly  disregarded,  and  the  law  itself  made  an  instrument  of 
oppression  and  plunder.  While  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  there  can  be  no  worse 
monopoly  than  a monopoly  of  lands  bought  and  held  for  speculation,  and  retarding  the 
settlement  of  the  country,  yet  surely  this  unjust  mode  of  valuation  is  no  proper  way  of 
overcoming  the  evil-  The  board  trust  and  believe  that  this  serious  evil  now  fully 
pointed  out,  may  find  its  just  and  sufficient  corrective  by  appeal  to  the  board"  of  revi- 
sion, if  re-constituted  as  hereinafter  recommended. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  any  one  who  examines  the  reports  of  the  Auditor  General, 
that  there  has  been  very  great  remissness  in  some  of  the  counties,  in  paying  up  their 
proportion  of  the  state  taxes  actually  levied  by  them.  This  is  manifestly  a neglect, 
not  of  the  tax  payers,  but  of  the  collectors  and  treasurers  in  the  different  counties.  In 
some  counties  it  is  complained  that  proper  collectors  cannot  be  obtained,  and  that  it  has 
become  necessary  that  the  penalty  imposed  by  law  for  refusing  to  collect,  should  be 
considerably  increased,  in  order  to  compel  proper  persons  to  perform  this  duty.  In 
many  counties  it  seems  that  though  the  collectors  are  bound  by  law  to  pay  over  to  the 
I county  treasurer  the  whole  amount  of  taxes  contained  in  their  duplicates  within  three 
, months  from  the  time  it  is  put  into  their  hands,  yet  this  obligation  is  in  some  instances 
totally  neglected,  and  no  proper  means  appear  to  be  taken  by  the  commissioners  and 
county  treasurer  to  enforce  it.  This  has  grown  into  an  evil  of  a most  serious  character. 
Besides  the  great  evil  to  the  citizens  in  neglecting  the  collections  of  one  year  until  the 
next  arrives,  and  thus  throwing  the  burdens  of  two  years  into  one,  the  state  suffers  a 
j serious  loss — first,  by  the  delay  and  uncertainty  of  its  income ; and  secondly,  by  the 
increased  amount  of  exoneration  occasioned  by  this  very  delay. 

It  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  several  members  of  the  board  also,  that  in  some  in- 
i stances  the  treasurers  have  been  guilty  of  using  and  loaning  the  public  money,  instead 
of  paying  it  promptly  into  the  State  Treasury.  There  appears  to  be  no  suflicient  penalty 
provided  for  such  gross  misconduct.  • The  law  imposing  upon  the  treasurer,  in  such 
cases,  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  seems  rather  to  encourage  than 
prevent  the  evil. 

As  an  inducement  to  a more  prompt  payment  of  the  moneys  into  the  Treasury,  and 
: as  an  act  of  justice  to  those  who  make  prompt  payment  and  save  the  expenses  of  col- 
lection, the  board  recommend  that  those  who  shall  pay  their  taxes  before  the  first  day 
of  July  of  the  year  for  which  they  shall  have  been  assessed,  shall  receive  a deduction 
therefrom  of  five  per  cent. ; those  who  shall  pay  them  within  two  months  thereafter, 
shall  be  entitled  to  no  deduction;  and  that  those  w'ho  pay  them  after  the  expiration 
of  said  two  months,  shall  pay  the  commissions  allowed  by  law  to  the  collector  in 
addition  to  the  tax;  the  treasurer  to  visit  the  different  wards  and  townships  at  a certain 
place  and  on  certain  days,  to  be  by  him  fully  advertised  within  the  periods  he  shall  be 
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authorized  to  receive  the  taxes ; with  bills  made  out  so  as  to  afford  all  the  citizens  con- 
venient opportunity  of  paying  their  taxes.  These  delays  of  collectors  and  treasurers 
before  alluded  to,  occasion,  and  themselves  constitute,  a very  great  inequality  in  the 
support  of  the  public  burdens.  If  it  could  be  provided  that  no  taxes  of  one  year  should 
be  collected  in  the  next;  that  no  exonerations  should  be  allowed  unless  claimed  within 
three  or  four  months  after  the  issuing  of  the  duplicates;  that  a severe  penalty  should  be 
paid  by  county  and  city  treasurers,  who  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  over  promptly  the 
moneys  received  by  them ; that,  when  actions  are  brought  against  treasurers  and  col- 
lectors and  their  sureties,  and  judgment  is  obtained  against  them,  the  court  shall  add 
to  the  usual  costs  a proper  compensation  to  the  county’s  or  commonwealth’s  counsel, 
for  his  services  in  prosecuting  and  collecting  the  claim;  and  that  the  Auditor  General 
should  be  required  to  proceed,  in  all  cases,  to  enforce  a proper  and  prompt  attention  to 
these  matters  by  the  collectors,  treasurers,  and  commissioners,  many  of  these  evils 
would  certainly  be  overcome. 

If  it  could  be  possible  to  provide  for  a proper  exhibition  of  the  amount  of  the  local 
taxes,  so  that  the  public  could  see  them  compared  with  the  state  taxes,  it  would  be 
observed  that  the  great  grievance  consists  of  the  former  and  not  of  the  latter.  It  would 
be  of  great  importance  to  have  a report  of  all  those  local  taxes  annually  made  to  the 
Auditor  General ; it  would  then  be  annually  seen  what  are  the  real  public  burdens,  and 
the  public  mind  would  be  directed  towards  some  modes  of  relief.  It  might  be  found 
necessary  to  endeavor  to  decrease  the  number  of  assessors  and  collectors,  to  require  a 
more  strict  responsibility  in  overseers  of  the  poor  and  supervisors  of  roads.  It  might 
even  be  thought  expedient  to  decrease  the  expenses  of  our  courts,  by  requiring  the 
summoning  of  a smaller  number  of  jurymen  to  each  term,  and  increasing  the  jury  fee 
to  be  paid  in  each  case,  and  perhaps  by  providing  that  certain  cases,  and  it  might  be  a 
large  proportion  of  them,  should,  with  the  consent  of  the  parties,  be  tried  by  the  court 
without  a jury.  It  is  thougiit  by  many,  that  the  expenses  of  our  courts  might  in  some 
of  these  ways  be  reduced  as  much  as  one-half.  It  seems  to  the  board,  that  the  board 
of  revision  in  each  county  has  been  a very  important  power  in  the  administration  of  the 
tax  laws;  and  tliat  it  had  a liappy  tendency  in  producing  equalization.  It  is  supposed 
by  many,  that  it  might  have  been  better  constituted  if  it  had  consisted  of  only  three 
members,  the  associate  judges  and  the  senior  commissioner.  Its  utility  might  perhaps 
be  increased  by  making  it  the  duty  of  that  board,  not  merely  to  equalize  the  townships, 
which  appears  to  have  been  the  understanding  of  the  object  for  which  they  were  con- 
stituted, but  to  assist  in  equalizing  the  valuation  of  the  counties,  by  bringing  up  their 
own  valuations  to  the  proper  standard.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  law  constituting 
them  has  been  repealed.  There  is  now  no  proper  authority  to  perform  the  duty  that 
was  assigned  to  them.  The  board  of  revenue  commissioners  entered  upon  the  duty 
assigned  to  them  under  a painful  sense  of  its  high  importance  and  great  difficulty,  and 
entertaining  but  little  expectation  of  giving  general  satisfaction  by  the  result  of  their 
labors,  and  this  feeling  has  attended  them  in  all  that  they  have  done.  They  have  not 
expected  that  their  work  would  pass  without  the  censure  of  the  selfish  and  uncharitable, 
or  that  they  themselves  could  escape  the  charge  of  being  governed  by  selfish  and  im- 
proper motives.  For  four  weeks  they  have  devoted  their  whole  time  to  the  work,  and 
used  all  the  means  in  their  power,  and  all  the  firmness  and  intelligence  they  possess,  in 
order  to  make  some  approximation  to  a correction  of  the  inequalities  in  the  burdens  of 
taxation.  If  in  anything  they  have  failed  of  a proper  use  of  the  means  within  their 
power,  they  feel  assured,  that  it  has  been  a failure  of  judgment  and  not  of  intention. 

They  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  some  such  central  agency  to  pro- 
duce and  perpetuate  the  eqnalizaiion  desired,  and  they  know  of  no  better  means  of 
securing  it  than  that  provided  by  the  Legislature.  In  the  course  of  the  investigations  of 
the  board  it  has  become  apparent  that  great  inequalities  exist,  though  it  gives  the  board 
great  pleasure  to  believe,  and  to  inform  their  fellow  citizens  that  this  inequality  is  by 
no  means  so  great  as  has  been  generally  supposed.  The  board  have  not  been  able  to 
discover  that  the  under-valuations  in  the  counties  have  been  confined  to  any  particular 
sections  of  the  state.  The  same  evil  has  been  discovered  in  the  east,  west,  north  and 
south.  Without  some  central  control  this  evil  must  continue  and  increase.  Each 
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1‘lrunty,  supposing  itself  more  highly  valued  than  others,  will  attempt  itself  the  work 
|)f  equalization.  Each  will  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  standard,  and  it  is  not 
:asy  to  see,  how,  under  such  circumstances,  we  can  stop  short  of  the  mark  of  practi- 
;:al  repudiation. 

There  is  nothing  more  easily  invented  than  reasons  for  opinions,  and  motives  for 
ictions,  that  fall  in  with  our  wishes.  The  most  honest  men  are  often  misled  in  this 
way.  We  are  so  constituted  that  we  cannot  act  with  entire  independence  of  the  wishes 
ind  influences  of  others,  and  it  is  best  that  it  is  so.  Assessors  and  commissioners, 
rowever  honest,  will  do  wrong  in  the  valuations  of  their  townships  and  counties,  when 
they  think  others  have  done  so,  and  will  fancy  that  they  have  found  some  otlier  reason 
For  their  actions  than  that  of  counteracting  evil  with  evil.  The  board  have  discovered 
abundant  illustrations  of  this  in  the  course  of  their  investigations. 

A principal  excuse  for  these  improprieties  is  the  injustice  of  others,  and  it  is  con- 
sidered a sufficient  excuse  if  this  injustice  is  only  fancied.  We  must  remove  the  in- 
justice or  correct  the  fancy.  In  the  payment  of  taxes,  equality  is  justice,  and  there  is 
good  reason  to  believe  that  all  the  reductions  and  under-valuations  have  founded  their 
excuse  upon  this  maxim,  with  no  desire  to  evade  its  operation. 

We  are  sure  that  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  are  as  honest  as  any  other  people  in 
the  world.  There  is  no  thoinrht  more  distant  from  their  minds  than  the  thouo^ht  of 

o o 

repudiation.  They  feel  their  own  character  identified  with  that  of  the  state.  They 
can  no  more  justify  public  than  private  dishonesty.  Public  is  as  sacred  as  private 
faith.  They  would  not  transmit  to  their  children  the  stain  of  their  own  dishonesty 
and  perfidy,  nor  would  they  permit  an  act  to  be  done  that  would  occasion  to  their 
children  one  blush  of  shame  for  the  character  of  their  country.  Great  as  have  been 
our  public  errors,  and  great  as  is  the  public  debt  on  account  of  them,  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania  still  cherish  an  honest  name  as  the  dearest  patrimony  they  have 
received  from  their  fathers,  and  the  richest  inheritance  they  can  transmit  to  their 
children. 

They  may  suffer  reproaches  for  a while,  for  want  of  promptness  in  meeting  their 
public  engagements,  but  they  will  yet  rise  above  these  reproaches,  and  will  never 
permit  the  escutcheon  of  their  state  to  be  tarnished  or  degraded  by  repudiating  hands. 

Let  them  but  be  assured  that  there  is  a fair  attempt  to  obtain  and  preserve  equality 
in  taxation,  to  reach  those  whose  wealth  is  not  invested  in  lands,  and  to  make  all 
contribute  to  the  public  burdens,  in  proportion  to  their  income,  and  all  honest  and 
patriotic  citizens  will  come  cheerfully  to  the  rescue  of  the  honor  of  the  state. 

In  conclusion,  the  board  state  that  they  have  appointed  a committee  of  their  number 
to  arrange  the  journal  and  papers  of  the  board  in  proper  order  for  future  reference,  and 
to  have  them  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  State  I’reasurer,  to  be  subject  to  such  dispo- 
sition as  may  be  concluded  on  by  the  proper  authorities. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners. 

JAMES  ROSS  SNOWDEN, 

President. 

Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners’  Room,  ? 

Harrisburg^  March  18f/i,  1845.  5 
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TABULAR  STATEMENTS 


ACCOMPANYING  THE  REVENUE  COMMISSIONERS’  REPORT. 


ADAMS  COUNTY. 


sheriff’s  sales. 


Sale  price. 

Assessed  value. 

Sale  price. 

Assessed 

value. 

$600  00 

- 

- 

$870  00 

$670 

00 

- 

$500 

00 

1,000 

00 

- 

- 

650  00 

155 

OOY 

870 

2,300 

00  > 
003 

- 

- 

2,953  00 

125 

16 

00 

00 

^ - 

865 

00 

1,040 

00 

- 

- 

450  00 

40 

00  J 

10 

00 

- 

- 

1,730  00 

251 

00 

- 

2,000 

00 

190 

00 

- 

- 

150  00 

45 

00 

- 

250 

00 

120 

00 

- 

- 

150  00 

3,200 

00 

- 

2,790 

00 

700 

00 

- 

- 

448  00 

541 

00 

- 

700 

00 

600 

00 

- 

- 

865  00 

1,350 

00 

- 

1,440 

GO 

270 

00 

- 

98  00 

235 

00' 

825 

00 

- 

_ 

390  00 

770 

00 

2,200 

00 

- 

- 

1,168  00 

686 

00 

13.550 

00 

- 

- 

9,294  00 

251 

00 

> ' 

1,836 

00 

117 

00 

- 

- 

130  00 

231 

00 

22 

18 

OOP 

005 

- 

- 

1,300  00 

168 

101 

00 

00_, 

810 

00 

- 

- 

500  00 

CRAWFORD  COUNTY. 
appraisements  in  the  orphans’  court. 


Appraised  value. 

Assessed  value. 

Appraised  value. 

Assessed 

value. 

$11,556 

00 

- 

- 

$5,950  00 

$1,100  00 

- 

- 

$700 

00 

1,750 

00 

- 

- 

718  00 

3,010  00 

- 

- 

2,095 

00 

1,650 

00 

- 

- 

900  00 

5,108  00 

- 

- 

3,737 

00 

9,909 

00 

- 

- 

525  00 

1,100  00 

- 

- 

700 

00 

administrators’  and 

executors’  sales. 

Price  sold 

at. 

Assessed  value. 

Price  sold  at. 

Assessed 

value. 

$1,000 

00 

- 

- 

$400  00 

$1,065  00 

- 

- 

$600 

00 

228 

00 

- 

- 

430  00 

450  00 

- 

- 

376 

00 

410 

00 

- 

- 

225  00 

210  00 

- 

- 

150 

00 

200 

00 

- 

- 

137  00 

500  00 

•* 

- 

360 

00 

300 

00 

- 

- 

910  00 

105  00 

- 

* 

60 

00 

1,065 

00 

- 

- 

504  00 

600  00 

- 

- 

300 

00 

2,200 

00 

- 

- 

1.150  00 

599  00 

- 

- 

432 

00 

1,411 

00 

- 

- 

720  00 

850  00 

- 

- 

575 

00 

555 

00 

- 

- 

600  00 

100  00 

- 

- 

400 

00 

325 

00 

- 

- 

250  00 

700  00 

- 

- 

300 

00 

441 

00 

- 

300  00 

50  00 

- 

- 

110 

00 

96 

00 

- 

- 

315  00 

2 
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COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 


Abstract  from  list  of  sales,  as  taken  from  recorder’s  office  in  Columbia  county,  wftl? 

the  assessed  value. 


Sale  price. 

Assessed  value. 

Sale  price. 

Assessed 

value, 

$39 

00 

- 

$25 

00 

$4,655 

00 

- 

- 

$1,000 

00 

4,000 

00 

- 

- 

1,200 

00 

1,000 

00 

- 

202 

00 

3,100 

00 

- 

- 

1,200 

00 

1,781 

00 

- 

- 

1,000 

06 

1,000 

00 

- 

- 

480 

00 

2,400 

06 

- 

- 

1,188 

00 

3,000 

00 

- 

- 

336 

00 

125 

00 

- 

- 

100 

06 

2,664 

00 

- 

- 

800 

00 

1,350 

00 

- 

- 

350 

00 

123 

00 

- 

- 

150 

00 

425 

00 

- 

- 

200 

60 

410 

00 

- 

- 

210 

00 

1841.-4,500 

00 

- 

- 

2,550 

66 

2,000 

00 

- 

- 

1,0'50 

00 

16,000 

00 

- 

- 

12,000 

00 

2,500 

00 

- 

- 

1,380 

00 

3,500 

06 

- 

- 

1,000 

00 

laoo 

00 

- 

800 

00 

300 

00 

- 

- 

2,000 

00 

2,000 

00 

- 

- 

423 

00 

1,700 

06 

- 

- 

582 

00 

155 

00 

- 

- 

100 

00 

1,450 

06 

- 

- 

625 

00 

975 

00 

- 

- 

56 

00 

1,450 

06 

- 

- 

625 

06 

1,400 

00 

- 

- 

540 

00 

800 

00 

- 

- 

300 

00 

3,000 

00 

- 

- 

2,500 

00 

1842.-3,161 

00 

- 

- 

1,250 

00 

212 

00 

- 

600 

00 

200 

06 

- 

- 

150 

do 

1,716 

00 

- 

- 

1,000 

06 

2,500 

00 

- 

- 

960 

00 

2,900 

00 

- 

- 

975 

00 

2,432 

00 

- 

- 

1,800 

06 

2,100 

00 

- 

- 

1,680 

06 

300 

00 

- 

- 

84 

00 

310 

00 

- 

184 

06 

725 

00 

- 

- 

400 

00 

2,006 

00- 

o 

00 

1 

- 

917 

00 

500 

00 

* 

- 

208 

00 

55 

00 

- 

- 

100 

00 

.385 

00 

- 

- 

635 

00 

85 

00 

- 

- 

180 

00 

630 

00 

- 

- 

250 

00 

5.50 

00 

- 

- 

784 

00 

1843._1,116 

00 

- 

- 

750 

00 

400 

00 

- 

- 

300 

00 

030 

00 

- 

- 

425 

00 

1,250 

00 

- 

- 

910 

00 

1,200 

00 

- 

* 

600 

00 

2,000 

00 

- 

1,000 

06 

2,000 

06 

- 

- 

800 

00 

1,100 

00 

- 

- 

400 

00 

1,400 

00 

- 

- 

756 

00 

2.000 

00 

- 

2.000 

00 

1,000 

00 

- 

. 

400 

00 

250 

00 

135  00  425  06 

COLUMBIA  (.'OUNTY, 

168 

00 

shkriff’s  sales. 


Price  at  sale. 

.Assessed  value'. 

Price  at  sale. 

Asfiessed 

value, 

$20  00 

$200  00 

$240  60 

$233 

60 

219  00 

238  00 

700  00 

562 

00 

140  00 

300  00 

860  00 

933 

00 

676  00 

1,400  00 

85  00 

300 

00 

925  00 

400  00 

185  00 

500 

00 

764  00 

300  00 

600  00 

400 

00 

3,999  00 
950  00 

2,629  00 
736  00 

5,2.50  00 

3,780 

■S 

00 

. REVENUE  COMMISSIONERS’  REPORT.  19 

CRAWFORD  COUNTY. 


sheriff’s  sales. 


Sale  price. 

Assessed  value. 

Sale  price. 

Assessed  value- 

$10  00 

- 

- 

$88 

00 

$320  00 

- 

- 

$375  00 

50 

- 

* 

318 

00 

20  00 

■- 

- 

100  00 

795  00 

- 

- 

857 

00 

120  00 

- 

- 

1,304  00 

119  00 

- 

- 

150 

00 

100  00 

- 

- 

225  00 

665  00 

- 

700 

00 

40  00 

- 

- 

70  0!) 

110  00 

- 

- 

816 

00 

10  00 

- 

- 

160  00 

99  00 

- 

- 

100 

00 

775  00 

- 

- 

800  00 

100  00 

- 

- 

650 

00 

130  00 

- 

- 

751  00 

55  00 

- 

100 

00 

30  00 

- 

150  00 

10  00 

- 

- 

75 

00 

300  00 

- 

- 

350  00 

55  00 

- 

- 

100 

00 

50!)  00 

- 

- 

460  00 

305  00 

- 

420 

00 

300  00 

- 

- 

450  00 

112  00 

- 

«■ 

100 

00 

64  00 

- 

50  00 

1,001  00 

- 

- 

600 

00 

1,120  00 

- 

1,200  00 

710  00 

- 

- 

750 

00 

320  00 

- 

756  00 

560  00 

- 

725 

00 

174  00 

~ 

200  00 

60  00 

- 

900 

00 

85  00 

- 

350  00' 

320  00 

300 

00 

297  00 

- 

260  00 

300  00 

- 

- 

450 

00 

282  00 

- 

- 

200  00 

200  00 

- 

- 

332 

00 

577  00 

- 

180  00 

295  00 

- 

- 

600 

oo 

270  00 

- 

- 

2,225  00 

110  00 

- 

- 

175 

00 

300  00 

- 

- 

364  00 

25  00 

- 

* 

116 

00 

95  00 

- 

- 

200  00 

3 00 

- 

106 

00 

58  00 

- 

- 

200  00 

100  00 

- 

* 

115 

00 

25  00 

- 

- 

90  €0 

405  00 

- 

500 

00 

85  00 

- 

* 

90  00 

Sale  price. 
$7,760  00 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

administrators’  and  executors’  sales. 
Assessed  value.  Sale  price. 

$2,400  00  $6,050  00 

Assessed  value 
$3,920  00 

10,170 

00 

- 

7,668  00 

300 

00 

- 

800  00 

800 

00 

- 

- 

500  00 

8,131 

00 

- 

- 

3,000  00 

2,368 

00 

- 

3,000  00 

2,410 

00 

- 

1,920  00 

3,636 

00 

- 

- 

1.386  00 

4,935 

00 

- 

2,016  00 

3,020 

00 

- 

- 

2,300  00 

2,277 

00 

- 

- 

2,850  00 

1,336 

00 

- 

- 

850  00 

7,178 

00 

- 

- 

4,640  00 

2,790 

00 

- 

- 

2,162  00 

4,520 

00 

- 

3,650  00 

5,700 

00 

* 

- 

3,329  00 

9,284 

00 

- 

- 

4,320  00 

5,000 

00 

- 

- 

4,088  00 

2,240 

00 

- 

1,200  00 

4,050 

00 

- 

- 

1,968  00 

8,923 

00 

- 

- 

4,400  00 

2,551 

00 

- 

- 

1,350  00 

605 

00 

- 

- 

600  00 

5, 663 

00 

- 

3,200  00 

706 

00 

- 

- 

360  00 

3,11! 

00 

- 

- 

3,000  00 

5.400 

00 

- 

- 

2,869  00 

2,960 

00 

- 

- 

2,512  00 

8,467 

00 

- 

- 

4,428  00 

1,908 

00 

- 

- 

1,125  00 

8,600 

00 

- 

- 

4,896  00 

0 REVENUE  COxMMISSIONERS’  REPORT. 

MONTGOMERY  C 0 U N T Y. 


sheriff’s  sales. 


Sale  price. 

Asaesaed  value. 

Sale  price. 

Assessed  valui 

f3,670  00 

- 

$3,000  00 

$75  00 

* 

$300  00 

520  00 

700  00 

559  00 

- 

550  00 

2,500  00 

- 

2,250  00 

666  00 

- 

312  00 

200  00 

- 

3,220  OO 

1,000  00 

960  00 

U600  00 

- 

- , 4,000  00 

765  00 

.. 

500  00 

G93  00 

- 

450  00 

980  00 

- 

1,080  00 

1,330  00 

- 

1,900  00 

235  00 

- 

600  00 

975  00 

- 

750  00 

6,  .500  00 

- 

3,680  00 

1,400  00 

- 

2,700  00 

875  00 

- 

400  00 

450  00 

- 

600  00 

12,000  00 

- 

8,040  00 

2,100  00 

- 

2,000  00 

3,200  00 

- 

2,000  00 

1,200  00 

- 

000  00 

16,000  00 

9,200  00 

LEHIGH 

COUNTY. 

SALES  BY 

EXECUTORS. 

Sale  price. 

Assessed  value. 

Sale  price. 

Assessed  valui 

$402  00 

$104  00 

$602  00 

- 

$100  00 

770  00 

- 

- 

1,485  00 

5,831  00 

- 

- 

2,000  00 

760  00 

- 

275  00 

249  00 

- 

-* 

23  00 

547  00 

- 

- 

187  00 

288  00 

- 

- 

100  00 

770  00 

- 

- 

134  00 

530  00 

- 

- 

200  00 

637  00 

- 

- 

300  00 

103  00 

- 

~ 

60  00 

354  00 

- 

- 

280  00 

2.500  00 

- 

- 

600  00 

193  00 

300  00 

1,000  00 

- 

- 

453  00 

165  00 

- 

- 

24  00 

2,415  00 

- 

1,610  00 

3,300  00 

- 

- 

1,020  00 

2,365  00 

- 

- 

575  00 

360  00 

- 

- 

15  00 

1,750  00 

- 

- 

200  00 

1,112  00 

- 

- 

900  00 

425  00 

- 

- 

250  00 

4,000  00 

- 

- 

2,419  00 

710  00 

- 

- 

216  00 

182  00 

- 

- 

135  00 

534  00 

- 

- 

200  00 

285  00 

- 

- 

135  00 

2,000  00 

- 

- 

1,500  00 

110  00 

- 

40  00 

6.50  00 

- 

300  00 

4,450  00 

- 

- 

3,576  00 

400  00 

- 

- 

175  00 

1,616  00 

- 

- 

576  00 

9,560  09 

- 

- 

7,425  00 

2,526  00 

- 

- 

1,000  00 

1,660  00 

- 

- 

930  00 

700  00 

- 

- 

500  00 

1,500  00 

- 

- 

480  00 

400  00 

- 

- 

500  00 

542  00 

- 

- 

200  00 

1,106  00 

- 

- 

400  00 

1,608  00 

- 

- 

2,124  00 

911  00 

- 

- 

238  00 

212  00 

- 

- 

400  00 

1,0.39  00 

- 

- 

810  00 

4,570  00 

- 

- 

2,825  00 

575  00 

- 

- 

140  00 

160  00 

- 

120  00 

190  00 

- 

- 

175  00 

2,000  00 

- 

- 

1,930  00 

700  00 

- 

- 

400  00 

1,020  00 

- 

- 

1,670  00 

150  00 

- 

640  00 

3,000  00 

- 

- 

1,900  00 

488  00 

- 

- 

200  00 

4,200  00 

- 

- 

2,000  00 

REVENUE  COMxMISSIONERS’  REPORT.  21 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 


orphans’  court  sales  and  partitions. 


lie  and  partition 

Assessed 

•alue. 

Sale  and  partition 

Assessed 

value 

value. 

value. 

$5,395 

00 

- 

- 

$2,369 

00 

$464 

00 

- 

- 

$644 

00 

4,979 

00 

- 

- 

1,820 

00 

2,108 

00 

- 

- 

2,000 

00 

2,109 

00 

- 

- 

910 

00 

12,000 

00 

- 

- 

4,250 

00 

3,025 

00 

- 

- 

360 

00 

8,360 

00 

- 

- 

6,205 

00 

8,0.32 

00 

- 

- 

4,704 

00 

4,396 

00 

- 

- 

2,976 

00 

6,959 

00 

- 

- 

3.992 

00 

1,815 

00 

- 

- 

1,584 

00 

3,765 

00 

- 

- 

1,570 

00 

1,230 

00 

- 

- 

616 

00 

224 

00 

.. 

- 

80 

00 

5,988 

00 

- 

- 

3,720 

00 

215 

00 

- 

- 

100 

00 

240 

00 

- 

300 

00 

1,193 

00 

- 

- 

855 

00 

4,576 

00 

- 

- 

3,070 

OO 

912 

00 

- 

- 

444 

00 

4,724 

00 

- 

- 

4,280 

00 

!,375 

00 

- 

- 

600 

00 

5,080 

00 

- 

- 

3,960 

00 

400 

00 

- 

- 

100 

00 

722 

00 

- 

- 

400 

00 

1,068 

00 

- 

- 

560 

00 

925 

00 

- 

- 

900 

00 

2,313 

00 

- 

- 

570 

00 

2,123 

00 

- 

- 

1,800 

00 

509 

00 

- 

- 

300 

00 

560 

00 

- 

- 

525 

00 

120 

00 

- 

- 

75 

00 

2,300 

00 

- 

- 

1,200 

00 

2,072 

00 

- 

- 

1,264 

00 

80 

00 

- 

- 

50 

00 

1,356 

00 

- 

- 

508 

00 

176 

00 

- 

- 

250 

00 

2,175 

00 

- 

- 

525 

00 

2,561 

00 

- 

- 

2,000 

00 

145 

00 

- 

- 

56 

00 

1,130 

00 

- 

400 

00 

4,812 

00 

- 

- 

5,375 

00 

137 

00 

- 

- 

50 

00 

276 

00 

- 

- 

110 

00 

4,627 

00 

- 

- 

3,600 

00 

323 

00 

- 

- 

225 

00 

960 

00 

- 

20 

00 

4,063 

00 

- 

- 

3,71 6 

00 

975 

00 

- 

- 

650 

00 

400 

00 

- 

1,080 

00 

1,100 

00 

- 

- 

1,800 

00 

6,313 

00 

- 

- 

5,520 

00 

4,837 

00 

- 

3,450 

00 

2,794 

00 

- 

1,980 

00 

COLUMBIA 

COUNTY. 

LISTS 

OF  SALES  APPEARING  IN  THE  RECORDER’S  OITECE. 

Sale  value. 

Assessed 

value. 

Sale  value. 

Assessed 

value. 

$200 

00 

- 

$150 

00 

$1,000 

00 

- 

$456 

00 

2,500 

00 

- 

960 

00 

1,100 

00 

- 

700 

00 

2,432 

00 

- 

1,800 

00 

1,700 

00 

- 

825 

00 

300 

00 

- 

84 

00 

275 

00 

- 

342 

00 

725 

00 

- 

400 

00 

1,905 

00 

- 

900 

00 

500 

00 

- 

208 

00 

2,880 

00 

- 

, 2,250 

00 

385 

00 

- 

635 

00 

500 

00 

- 

732 

00 

236 

00 

- 

1,300 

00 

2,853 

00 

- 

1,845 

0(1 

641 

00 

- 

625 

00 

630 

00 

- 

425 

00 

630 

00 

- 

250 

00 

1,200 

00 

600 

00 

1,116 

00 

- 

750 

00 

2,000 

00 

- 

800 

00 

380 

00 

- 

190 

00 

4.58 

00 

- 

368 

00 

306 

00 

- 

80 

00 

421 

00 

- 

286 

00 

1,200 

00 

- 

1,200 

00 

1,400 

00 

- 

1,529 

00 

2. 

REVENUE  COMMISSIONERS’  REPORT. 

COLUMBIA 

COUNTY. 

sheriff’ 

S SALES. 

Safe  varisic-. 

Asses.sed  value. 

Sale  vtslue. 

Asseseed  vofec. 

;$3,400 

00 

- 

~ $2,000  00 

$335  0(1 

- 

- 

$800 

00 

220 

00 

- 

270  06 

115  00 

- 

- 

280 

00 

116 

00 

- 

J78.  00 

755  00 

- 

- 

900 

06 

125. 

00 

- 

178  00 

680  06 

- 

- 

600 

06 

160 

00 

- 

1.500  00 

190  00 

- 

- 

88 

06 

300 

00 

- 

132  00 

601  00 

- 

~ 

825 

06 

65 

00 

- 

105  GO 

321  00 

- 

- 

213 

06 

900 

00 

- 

850  00 

400  00 

- 

600 

06 

300 

00 

- 

100  OO 

295  00 

- 

- 

263 

00 

155 

00 

- 

75  00 

160  00 

- 

- 

100 

00 

401 

00 

- 

400  OO 

205  00 

- 

300 

06 

126 

00 

- 

150  00 

132  00 

- 

- 

300 

06 

ERIE  COUNTY. 

sheriff’ 

S SALES. 

Price. 

Assessetl. 

Price. 

Asse.'ssed. 

i'840'. 

$21 

00 

$333  00 

I84L— $1,252 

00 

- 

$2,600 

06 

2,630 

00 

3,925  00 

275 

00 

- 

200 

06 

630 

00 

600  00 

25 

06 

- 

125 

06 

3,217 

00 

1,110  00 

210 

06 

~ 

200 

06 

21 

50 

125  00 

410 

06 

555 

06 

7 

00 

112  00 

79 

00 

- 

175 

06 

190 

00 

210  00 

1,406 

00 

- 

1,075 

06 

1841. 

110 

00 

350  00 

50 

00 

- 

250 

00 

17.^ 

00 

100  00 

250 

00 

450 

06 

65 

00 

90  00 

895 

00 

- 

444 

06 

106 

00 

90  00 

530 

06 

- 

287 

06 

107 

60 

300  00 

1843.-4,389 

00 

- 

3,300 

06 

500 

00 

333  06 

100 

06 

- 

1,100 

06 

25 

00 

784  00 

1,650 

00 

- 

800 

00 

.1,400 

00 

645  (Ml 

2,006 

00 

- 

555 

06 

100 

00 

400  00 

2,534 

00 

- 

2,300 

06 

1842. 

200 

06 

165  06 

300 

00 

- 

800 

06 

415 

00 

155  00 

2,8.34 

00 

- 

800 

06 

50 

00 

75  00 

55 

00 

- 

400 

00 

455 

00' 

540  00 

514 

00 

225 

06 

1,900 

00 

1,593  00 

20 

00 

~ 

375 

06 

327 

00 

325  00 

413 

00 

- 

686 

06 

500 

00 

413  00 

1844.— 205 

60 

- 

840 

06 

450 

00 

360  00 

150 

00 

- 

800 

66 

400 

oo 

178  00 

00 

06 

- 

250 

66 

100 

00 

654  OO 

154 

00 

600  00 

orphans’  COirRT  SALES. 

.$200 

00 

$■125  00 

$711 

00 

- 

$500 

06 

400 

00 

S22  00 

1,615 

00 

- 

700 

00 

105 

00") 

300 

00 

- 

300 

00 

246 

00  li 

200 

00 

- 

370 

06 

1,486 

150 

00 

00 

> - 2^640  OO) 

391 

900 

00 

00 

- 

300 

1,025 

00 

00 

46 

00 

140 

00 

- 

155 

00 

660. 

00^ 

’ 

374 

06 

- 

270 

06 

REVENUE  COMMISSIONERS’  REPORT. 
WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 


orphans’  court  sales. 


Price  at 

sale. 

Assessed  value. 

Price  at 

sale. 

Assessed 

value, 

$1,117 

00 

- $1,338  00 

$1,815 

00 

$1,350 

00 

300 

00 

80  00 

542 

00 

600 

00 

495 

00 

204  00 

1,314 

00 

968 

00 

1,505 

00 

406  00 

2,295 

00 

1,700 

00 

3,270 

00 

1,440  00 

105 

00 

150 

00 

950 

00 

824  00 

165 

00 

480 

00 

1,500 

00 

688  00 

911 

00 

560 

00 

5,458 

00 

2,437  00 

3,294 

00 

2,280 

00 

1,105 

00 

1,000  00 

1,113 

00 

348 

00 

1,350 

00 

1,200  00 

1,224 

00 

816 

00 

950 

00 

2,940  00 

1,555 

00 

1,617 

00 

4,238 

00 

2,437  00 

WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 

Abstract  from  appraised  value  of  lands  under  proceedings  in  partition,  in  the  Orphans’ , 
Court  of  Westmoreland  county,  with  the  assessed  value  of  the  same. 


Appraised  value. 

Assessed  value. 

Appraised  value. 

Assessed  value. 

$10  00  per  acre. 

$5  00  per  acre. 

$20  00 

per  acre. 

$12  00 

per  acre. 

9 33 

4 • -i 

3 00 

44 

15  00 

44 

9 00 

44 

8 83 

4k 

5 00 

44 

43  00 

44 

22  50 

44 

24  00 

44 

6 00 

44 

10  00 

44 

7 00 

44 

11  33 

44 

5 00 

44 

17  16 

k4 

16  00 

44 

50  33 

44 

30  00 

44 

15  45 

44 

10  00 

44 

15  00 

44 

5 00 

44 

15  00 

4 k _ 

12  00 

4k 

8 16 

44 

5 00 

44 

19  33 

44 

14  00 

44 

25  50 

44 

12  00 

44 

27  66 

44 

15  00 

44 

14  75 

44 

10  00 

44 

11  50 

44 

10  00 

44 

13  50 

4 4 

7 00 

44 

11  16 

44 

7 00 

44 

17  00 

44 

8 00 

44 

20  95 

44 

14  00 

44 

16  50 

44 

8 00 

44 

17  29 

4k 

13  50 

44 

17  00 

44 

8 00 

44 

14  25 

44 

7 00 

44 

WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 
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praised  value. 

Assessed  value. 

Appraised  value. 

Assessed  value. 

$420  00 

$300  00 

$100  00 

$120  00 

190  00 

187  00 

800  00 

780  00 

610  00 

600  00 

1,000  00 

2,268  00 

500  00 

375  00 

850  00 

1,260  00 

380  00 

530  00 

1,500  00 

1,322  00 

630  00 

720  00 

860  00 

1,100  00 

2,410  00 

1,130  00 

1,000  00 

734  00 

501  00 

960  00 

250  00 

188  00 

130  00 

100  00 

91  00 

450  00 

135  00 

200  00 

115  00 

150  00 

601  00 

1,125  00 

1,110  00 

843  00 

i,200  00 

1,787  00 

350  00 

600  00 

3,275  00 

1,930  00 

324  00 

200  00 

;c.  A 
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COMMUNICATION. 


Treasury  Office,  ) 
Harrisburg,  March  21,  1845.  3 

Hon.  Wm.  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir  : — I have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  Senate,  to  transmit 
to  you  a copy  of  the  record  of  the  valuation  of  the  several  counties  of  the  common- 
wealth, as  fixed  by  the  board  of  revenue  commissioners,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Assem- 
bly of  the  29th  April,  1844,  entitled  “ An  Act  to  reduce  the  state  debt  and  incorporate 
the  Pennsylvania  canal  and  railroad  company.  ” 

I have  in  the  course  of  preparation  copies  of  the  tabular  statement  prepared  by  the 
board,  exhibiting,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained  from  the  returns,  the  various  items  and 
amount  of  property  assessed  in  the  several  counties  of  the  commonwealth.  As  these 
form  a part  of  the  report,  I will  cause  them  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Senate  at  the 
earliest  period — probably  in  the  course  of  this  day. 

I take  this  occasion  to  observe,  that  the  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board,  and 
the  evidence  taken  and  received,  will  be  in  readiness  without  delay  for  publication,  if 
the  Legislature  desires  it,  or  such  action  as  it  deems  expedient  and  proper. 

With  the  highest  respect, 

I am  your  ob’t.  servant, 

JAMES  R.  SNOWDEN, 

State  Treasurer. 


Of  the  Valuation  of  the  several  Counties  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  as  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners, 
Jl.  D.  1845,  to  be  and  remain  as  the  valuation  of  the  property  in  said  counties  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board,  as  is  provided  by 
the  act  of  Assembly  of  the  29th  of  Apiril,  A.  D.  1844,  creating  said  Board. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  BOARD. 


The  subscribers,  Revenue  Commissioners,  appointed  pursuant  to  an  act  of  Assembly 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  “An  Act  to  reduce  the  state  debt  and 
to  incorporate  tlie  Pennsylvania  canal  and  railroad  company,”  passed  the  29th  day  of 
April,  A.  D.  1844,  duly  organized  according  to  the  provisions  of  said  act,  hereby  certify 
that  we  have  ascertained  and  determined  the  fair  and  just  value  of  the  property  of  the 
city  of  Piiiladelphia,  and  the  several  counties  of  this  commonwealth,  made  taxable  by 
law,  to  be  as  is  particularly  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  tabular  statement,  the  same  to  be 
and  remain  as  the  valuation  of  the  said  property,  till  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
said  Revenue  Commissioners,  as  is  in  the  said  act  provided  for.  Witness  our  hands 
this  18th  March,  184.5. 

JAMES  ROSS  SNOWDEN,  President. 


ELI  K.  PRICE, 

WILUAM  HIESTER, 
SAMUEL  S.  .lACKSON, 
JOHN  N.  SOLLIDAY, 
WALTER  II.  LOWRIE, 
EDWARD  A.  REYNOLDS, 
S.  L.  CARPENTER, 

R.  II.  IIAMAIOND, 
SAMUEL  WHERRY, 

J.  G.  LOWREY, 


BENJAAIIN  LATHROP, 
JOHN  M.  FORSTER, 
ELIAS  HOYT, 
GARLAND  ANDERSON, 
JOSEPH  J.  LEWIS, 

W.  N.  IRVINE, 

A.  A.  DOUGLASS, 

WILL.  B.  NORRIS, 
STRANGE  N.  PALMER, 
WILLIAM  F.  COPLAN. 


Attest  : 

William  H.  Davis,  Clerk. 

J.  Franklin  Reigart,  Assistant  Clerk. 
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Attest:  Wm.  H.  Dayis,  Clerk  of  Board  of  R venue  Commissioners. 
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